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‘POTANA MAHAA BHAAGAVATAM - THE GLORY OF FIGURES OF SPEECH”’
(POTHANA MAHAA BHAAGAVATAM — ALANKAARA VAIBHAVAM)

(A Synopsis on the thesis proposed to be submitted for Ph.D. Degree
in Madurai Kamaraj University)

Name of the Part-time Research Scholar : GODAVARI VENKATA MURALI MOHAN
Regd. No. . P 8288

The Telugu Literature has achieved a greater importance in fifteenth Century
with the advent of Sreenadha and Bammera Potana. The two contemporaries presented great
works with their own way of approach and style and fulfilled the Telugu literature with

Heavenly Love, Devotion and description.

One of the two contemporaries and great scholars of Telugu Literature in 15"
Century, Bammera Potana lived a common life and dedicated his major work ie., the
translation of Maha Bhaagavatam of Veda Vyasa to Lord Sree Rama. He never expected
wealth from the kings and rulers by dedicating his writings to them as was done by his near and
contemporary Sreenadha. He condemned such way of dedicating Saraswathi, the Goddess of
Education to the common earthly-men. He lead a very simple life and thus became ideal for
the next generation of poets. He was respected with the titles — *Sahaja Paandityudu’ (Natural

Pandit) and ‘Bhakta Kavi’ (Bhakti Poet)

His major work ‘Andhra Maha Bhaagavatham’ is a rich source of worship and
devotion. It explains how a literary work should be. It is not a hyperbole that the next
generation of poets followed the way of Bammera Potana in their writings and thus Bammera

Pothana became an ideal poet.
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Andhra Maha Bhagavatham is a work of not only the ‘Leela of Paramaathman’
but also the literary values. It is fully filled with apt metres, suitable figures of speech and
illustrations. The glory of figures of speech that we find in Pothana Bhaagavatham fills the
reader with full of joy and bliss which is known as ‘Kaavyaananda’. Bammera Pothana made
use of all the opportunities to play with figures of speech, both Sabda (sound) and Ardha

(meening) through out his work.

This made Andhra Mahabhaagavatham more attractive and readable. Many-
a-reader used to get the verses of Andhra Mahabhaagavatham by heart since its time because
of the beauty of his figures of speech only.  Pothana reiterated the God’s existence by his
work and elucidated the secret behind the incarnation of Lord Sri Maha Vishnu with his
suitable usage of Ardhaalankaras (figures of speech based on meaning) like Upama (Simile)
Utpreksha (Metaphor) and so on and Sabdaalankaaras like Anupraasaa (alliteration). The
usage of these figures of speech enables the reader to understand the content and inner meaning

and not to forget the original verse for ever.

The proposed thesis, ‘POTANA MAHAA BHAGAVATHAM -
ALANKAARA VAIBHAVAM’ (POTANA MAHAA BHAGAVATHAM - THE GLORY OF
FIGURES OF SPEECH’) mainly studies on the splendour of those figures of speech used in
Pothana’s Andhra Mahabhaagavatham. The thesis is divided into five chapters as noted

below:
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Chapter-1: Telugu Literature in 15" Century — the society and literature — Poets - the life of
Bammera Pothana — his place and his works.

Chapter-1l1 : The Andhra Mahaa Bhaagavatham — his way of writing — his style — reasons
behind translation of VVyaasa Mahaa Bhaagavatham — achievement.

Chapter-I11 : Alankaraas — Major Classification of Alankaaraas — the necessity of Alankaaraas
in Kaavyas and its beauty - The Alankaaraas mostly used by Bammera Potana.

Chapter-1V : Sabdaalankaara Prakaranam — the alankaaraas based on the sound — Usage of
these figures of speech by Pothana — its study.

Chapter-V : Ardhaalankaara Prakaranam — the figures of speech based on the meaning —

Pothana’s usage of these figures of speech — its study.
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